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The 10 Worst Gerrymandered States In the 
Country 

., Shown Gnffiths Published: 18 Auq. 2C25 

7mlnmCld Li 

l'vfonday marked another e~cabtion i11 the mid~cyde redistricting fight between Republican, in Texas and Democrats in 

Cahfornia - with one in another special sessio11 to add 5 more GOP ,eats, and the <>lber maneuvering to counter this 

with 5 new Democratic seats. 

All of this is for th\.' 2026 midterm election cyde where a razor-thin majority in tlw LS. House of Representative, is on 

th,, line. 

Texas is doing this on the orders of President Donald Trump. California is responding on the orders of Governor Gavin 

N,•wson1. However, both effort& W,)uld creak vastly lopsided c,)ngressiomil maps that do not represent how 

affiliation breaks tfown in each state. 

For exarnple, if Texas lawmakers secure 5 more seats for the Republican Party, they will extend tbe. 
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Newsom. lfowever, both efforts would ~rea.le vastly lopsided congressional maps that d<> n<1l represent. how pw'ty 

ttffiliation breaks down in e.id1 state. 

For example, if Texas lllwmokers secure 5 more seats for the .Republican Porty, they wil l extend their m~jority in their 

U.S. House de.legation from 65% to f)Ote.ntfally 79%, and while Preiiident Trump belit::\'eS he 1s entitled to these sears, he 

Wt)ll Texas with 56% of the vote. 

And, acL·ording to data m<xieling from the nonpartiiurn reseurch group L2 D itta, Republic.ins di) not hat't\ the maj(l!!!l 

they thfok they huYt: in the swte. 

Conversely, if California Dcrnocrnts add 5 more seats to their numbe.rs (assuming ihey kt•ep any swing districts they 

t'.utTimtly hokl), the.ir majority in the state's U.S. House delegation will ius:re11se t(t 4& of the state· s 51 seats (or 923%, 

up from 82.7% ). 

Former Vice Presi,Je.m Kama.la lfon:i~ won California i 11 2:024 "';th 585% of the vote, arnJ uccordini to the latest voter 

reghrrndon munbers, Republicaui.; .make up 25.5% of the regi:nered efocwnne. 
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In other wmds, Newsom - in the name of "protecting. democracy" - would join Texas in having the nms! egregious 

gerrymanders in the U.S. until California's independent redistricting commission redrnw, maps again in 203]. 

GIVE$SNOW 

This has been called ci '·race to the bottom" hy many he!tc•r elections groups and reformers. No matter who wins, it 

ultimately is not about repres<:'.ntatiorL It is about partisan gamesmanship. 

The U.S. is Finally Talking About This Assault ou Voters' Rights 

There is no question that this all started with Tnunp calting on Texils Republicans to protect the GOP mqjurity in the 

LS. House - and bemuse it's Trump. the media is covering the state-by-srnte redistricting in a way that doesn't make it 

sound normal for once. 

Deimx:rats cond,~mn Texas Republicans for doing the bidding of the president. fn resp:m~e, Republ 

pundits p,)int to the way Den1<xn1.ts have unfairly drawn maps in states like lllinois and hforyhmd. 
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Dfmocrnts condemn Tex,,s Republicans for doing the bidding of the president. 1n response, Republicans and pro-Trump 

pundits point to the wuy Democrats have unfairly drawn maps in states like Illinois and Maryland. 

And in Maryland, fJiis meuus Democ.mts ha,-e c:onlml of all but o.ne of the stute's 8 seats. 

Both sides point l'he fing,er. Tht-y claim its really the ''other sidti' ' that hns bee.n unfair. Yet, for the first t ime, 

Democratic-leaning t'nedia nm! Republican-leaning media have devoted extensive coverage to the foct that bmh sides 

have dtiuied voter:s a1:curate representation. 

[Uinois nwps, ·for t:xumple, are j ust a.,.. bud as North Carolina maps. 

For the first time, vot~rs see coverage that m:ti<:es it dear - this shouldn't be normal. Much of the ,•011wtsatirm in tl1e 

press focuses on vote share in the 2.024 ele~tion, but i1's \'fOrth 11oting 1hat presidential votes do not equal a perfect. proxy 

for congressional votes. 

It ctm hen simple, comparnble yn.rclstick, hut other factors matter like geogrnphy, incumhency, and candidate quality 

i1lso mlltter. 

lET Us VOTE Everyone Pays for Primary Elections 
-- , 

The 10 Worst Gerry1nandered States in 2025 

Tht.i following list of the lO moin genymandt.~red s!llt'es is based on recent cmni dec.isioni::, acndernic nmtlyse$ (l.ike th()se 

from Princeton Gerrymandering Proje.ct and FairVote), and voter turnout data. 

These ~tales are considered among the most egregious due to bow distorted their maps are i11 favor 

little competition exists in elections, and. how badly maps reliect voter preferences. 

;:; ❖ ... ❖ ;:; ❖ ... ❖ ;:; ❖ ... ❖ ;:; ❖ ... ❖ 

Document title: The 10 Worst Gerrymandered States in the Country I Independent Voter News 
Capture URL: hltps://ivn.us/posls/1 0-worst-gerrymandered-states-country-2025-08-18 
Capture timestamp (UTC): Mon, 22 Sep 2025 14:57:04 GMT 

'. ; '. « '. » '. ~T~Y~At~ '. ; '. « '. » '. 
- ; - - '. ~£1;~~~~9! - - '. - -

Page 4 of 13 

Case 3:21-cv-00259-DCG-JES-JVB     Document 1195-8     Filed 09/22/25     Page 6 of 15



V independent About Etiquette Publish contact Dormte 
Voter fhr,,<~ 

These states are considered among the most egregious due to how distmted their maps are in favor of one party, how 

little competition exists in elections, and how badly maps retl,·ct voter preferences, 

l. North Carolina 

\Yhy: North Carolina's congressional maps are notoriously gerrymandered in favor of Repubhcm1s. In 2022, 

Republicans wrm 71 .43q; of congressional seats d,~spite receiving about 50.7Sl'.: of the stak''.,vide vote. 

In 2024, Republicans won 50.8fif}c, of the sta!nvide vote -- highlighting that congressional makeup should be about 50-

Key Issue: After a ~fate Supreme Court flipped from Democratic to .Republican control in 2023, it overturned a 

previous ruling that struck down partisan gerrymanders, g.reenlig.hling new maps that maximized GOP control. 

2. Maryland 

VVhy: Maryland Democrats have long drnwn congressional maps that crack Republican voters into multiple 

Democrntic-leaning districts. Democrats 1,von 62.62% of the statewide vote in 2024 -- bu! bold all but one congressional 

seat (7 out of 8). 

Key Issue: The 2022 map was so extreme that even a Democrntic judge ordered it redrawn for being an "extreme 

gerrymander," but in response to redistricting in Texas. Maryland Democrats may try tn take the only seat held by a 

Republican. 
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3. South Carolina 

"\Vhy: With Republicans controlling the Gene.r.d A.ssembly, they've had a free hand to maximize their advantage. 

Republican, won 58.23% of the statew·ide vote in 2024. 1-fo,vever, they hold all but one of the .state's US House seats (6 

ofh 

Key Issue: 1n Alexander v. Sowh Carolina Slate Conference ofrhe 1VAACP (2024), the U.S. Supreme Court rejected a 

constitutional challenge to SC-0 L which civi.l rights gmups said was redrawn to kick Black voters out in or(kr to give 

Republican~ a safe ~e.tt. 
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4. Illinois 

Why: II l.inois Democrats d rew maps that consolidated power hy eliminating Republican sears through strategic district 

t'<)llapses and split.,. Demncrats won 54.37% of the 1024 statewide vote hut hold 82.35% ofse;tt~ (J 4 of 17). 

Key Issue: Several Repuolican strnngbolds were "cmc.ked" or merged tu reduce GOP representation. The 2022 map was 

,:ritic·ized thr having only om, trnly comp,,titive seat out of 17. 

5. Texas 

'Why: .Even before the current mid-cycle redistrit:Ling controversy, Texas was considered one of the worst gen-ymandered 

states. Despite t,nnsecuti-:ti election cycle~ of dn~ contests hNween Rtipuhlic:in1, and Demot,1-:1l'<. Republicans contro l 

65'!1' of U.S. House i.eat;,. 

Key Issue: Adding 5 Republican sei1ts would extend this majority to 79%, even us nonpartisan data shows that 

Repuhtkn.n~ I.lo M t cwm mnke up a m:~joriLy of vrneJ·s anym,)l~:, 
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6. Wisconsin 

\'Vhy: For over a decade, \V.isconsin .Republicans have entrenched themselves in the stnte legislature with maps that 

protect their super-majority in the legislature and in Congre~s despite a near-even sp:lit between the two major parties at 

the ballot box. 

Republican, won 49.7W+ oJ the statewide vote in 201.4 and hold 75fl of U.S. House seats (6 of 8). 

GIVE$5NOW 

Key Issue: In 2018, lkm1xrnts won all statewide oHkes and 539;:, of the vote hut only 3({:t of Assembly seats. 

WISCONSIN 
l~T~lr.TINr. 
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WISCONSIN 
ISTRICTING 

7.NewYork 

\Vhy: Democrats tried to push through a he,wily gt~rrynrnndered map in 2022, which was .stn1d: d01,vn by the courts. A 

court-appointed special master drew more balanced nrnps. 

Key Issue: Democrats may follow California's lead and attempt another aggressive redrnw for 2026. They currently 

hold 73% of seats, while they won 55.9 l S·t of the statewide vote in 2024. 

8. Florida 

\'Vhy: Under Grwernor Ron DeSantis, Florida scrapped bipartisan compromise maps and adopted a plan tbat dismantled 

a Black-opportunity diMrict in North Florida. 

Key Issue; Courts hav,c ruled DeSantis's map miconstitutional for ni-:ial discrimination, but ,cnfr,rcement has h,xn 

delayed. The GOP-drawn map hdped deliver 20 GOP House St:ats vs., 8 Democratic in 2022 (71.43'+). 

Republican& took 56'Ji, of the statewide vote in 2014. But the questi<)!l is - will Florida join the mid-cycle redistricting 

bat.tie? 
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9. Ohio 

"\Vhy: Despite passing anti-gerrymandering constitutional amendments, Ohio Republicans drew maps tbnt a bipartisan 

redistricting commission refused to make fair. 

For example, Republicans took 55%, of the vote in 2024 but hold two-thirds of U.S. House seats. 

Key Issue: The srnte Supreme Court rnled 7 times that GDP-drnv<'n maps were tmt·onstitutionaL Now, slate lawmakers 

are cons·idering nev.- map, and some Republicans think the congressional map should be 12-3 in their favor. 
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10. Nevada 

Why: Nevad{.I is cme of the mre ex,unples of a party winning n 1m~ority i.n a statewide vote, despite only holding a 

quruter of the state's coniressional seats. Nevada is a competitive state due to its large independent voter population, 

Key ls.'lue: Republicans won 50.59(fo of the statewide vote in 2024, but hold only 25% of Nevada's U.S. seats (1 of 4). 

Nevada was the only state in 2024 where the party that can-ied tbe state for pre~-ident won a minority of ffouse seats, 

Euch t'leetion delivers a u~ir t!(Jt1al split between the parties •• yet tt1(~ cong1~ssion.·d delegatinn is not divided 50-50. 
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